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lest the enemy take the fort from landward and cut their throats,
the garrison abandoned it the next night.
This is the summary and unhappy account which I am able to
give your honour of the tribulation of this place in general and my
own in particular. I may add that in my house they took everything
that I had except papers, silver plate and four shirts, for I never
could persuade myself that we would not defend ourselves against
even a much greater number of assailants. However} since its residents
had removed their property and women and children into the bush,
their sole desire was to rejoin them rather than to defend this city;
and that they might more easily carry out this villainy God permitted
the combat to take place an hour before dawn, so they were spared
the shame of being seen as they fled.
On Friday, after the fall of the city, our esteemed governor,
bishop and municipal councillors resolved to ask it back from the
Englishman and to offer him a sum of money. To request of him a
safe-conduct to facilitate negotiations I offered to go to the city, and
did so that same day.
After he had received me in a flattering manner and extended to
me his hospitality, Captain Francis gave me a safe-conduct for the
governor and bishop and all other persons, declaring that the gover-
nor and the bishop must conduct the negotiations for the ransom.
If they personally were not to attend to it, they might authorize
Captain Alonso Bravo, who was a prisoner in his power, and me,
only, to appear in the matter. In the end our side considered that it
was not well to empower a prisoner for such business and so the
governor and bishop appeared at the first meeting. They went into
the city accompanied by about 30 of us who went with them.
Immediately they took up the question of the ransom.
The Englishman demanded (p. 2) 500,000 pesos in fine gold and
that day 25,000 ducats were offered.
When the governor returned he authorized Lieutenant Governor
Diego Da$a and me to resume the negotiations. On various occasions in
the six days that we went back and forth we came to offer 100,000
ducats of 11 recdes each and the enemy reduced his demand to 400,000
ducats. Finally, we convinced him that, do what he pleased, he would
not get a penny more. For eight days now nothing further has been
said; rather, some show of resistance has been made and diversion
furnished to disturb him, and he has thrown up trenches and fortified.
The governor is probably making a lengthy report in full detail.
Nevertheless, I will here set down what my memory suggests,
though it is not of a sort to qualify me as a good chronicler.